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Minutes of a meeting of the Old Geelong Football Club Committee (“Committee”) held at Harlow (447 Church St, 
Richmond VIC 3121) at 6:00PM on Tuesday 26 November 2019:  
 
Attendance: Jimmy Wright, Jimmy Legoe, Jake Ward, Peter Lemon, Sarah Kirkwood, Nick Edwards, Dougal Morrison, 
Toby Boyle, Jo Cantor, Trevor King, Ian James, Sandy Gilbert, Scott Dixon, Rupert Kemp, Pier Capetti, Nick Bourke, 
Paul O’Connell. 
 
Noted Apologies – Cathie Kemp, Simon Kemp, Neil Kearney, Pete Chomley, Andy Harlock, Bailey Austin, Carl Joyce, 
Sue Lansdell, Will Sloss, Lachie Stevens, Hugh Fitzpatrick, Jon Mollard, Tim Jackson, Michael Gretton-Watson, Ed 
Bayles, Andrew Bostock, Margie Gillett, Paige Wills, Dale Fraser, Sandy Hunter, Louise Lampard, Kate & Warwick 
Horsfall, Caroline Pescott, David Wells, Lew Officer, Rob Southey, Cal Wood, Peter Winter, Will Horsfall. 
 

Introduction  
JW welcomed all to the meeting and thanked all for their attendance.  
 

Item 1. Administration  
• JW noted those in attendance and apologies  

• JW tabled 2018 AGM Minutes from meeting held on 22nd November 2018. 
 
Members were asked to review the minutes and confirm they reflected a true record of the meeting  
Moved: Jake Ward 
Seconded: James Legoe 
 

Item 2. Treasurer Report – Jimmy Legoe  
 
Jimmy Legoe tabled the Financial Statement of the OGFC for the period ending 30 September 2019 and noted the 

following:  

OVERVIEW 

• OGFC made a loss of $13,165 in 2019 (vs loss of $20,076 in 2018) 

• This marks our fifth consecutive year of losses, with cumulative losses over this period of > $55k. 

• This reflects the ever expanding costs required to run an amateur club growing at the rate we are. 

• Our net cash in the bank of $2.5k highlights the urgent need to improve our financial position. 
 
INCOME 

• Pivot Membership increased from 198 to 209, but still an area we can work harder at growing. 

• Thanks to all of our Pivot & Cattle Club members.  Look forward to growing both areas in 2020. 

• Player subscriptions decreased from $45.9k to $40.8k (decrease of $5.1k). 

• Subscriptions for the women were reduced due to their significantly shorter season (12 games). 

• Sponsorship increased by $17.5k with the welcome addition of Harlow & Abercromby’s as well as 
strong rebates from Windsor Community Bank & Abercromby’s (2 houses sold through them). 

• A huge thank you to ALL of our great sponsors – Harlow, OGGA, OGCA, MC Herd, Abercromby’s 
Real Estate, Windsor Community Bank, Australian Venue Company, Rex Gorrell, Wilson’s Real 
Estate, Furphy Foundry, Angus the Bull, Delatite Wines, Furphy and Emma & Tom’s. 

• Bar/Canteen Takings decreased on previous years, but the different way to account for this in the 
financials isn’t a true reflection given that the cost of sales were also accounted for differently. 

• Misleading to look at this area as a loss, as it incorporates the Pivot Lunches which incur costs of 
approx. $10k due to hire equipment, catering, etc, with majority of attendees already paid up Pivot 
Members (so probably more appropriate to deduct this from gross Pivot takings). 

• Merchandise Sales monitored a lot better with less seepage.  Increased takings largely due to new 
jumpers being purchased by players. 
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• Donations – 5 anonymous donations of size made during the year.  Made more attractable by now 
being 100% tax deductible.  

• Fundraising decreased from $21k to $11.3k with ball not as profitable and lesser contribution from 
other social function areas. 

• Other income consists of a successful grant application. 
 
EXPENSES 

• Bank Charges & Fees – online payments/EFT takings increased substantially (not really avoidable). 

• Coaching – increase on previous years payments and addition of S&C Coach, Women’s Reserves. 

• Cleaning – costs shared with PJFC and Old Xaverians. 

• Depreciation – increased due to recent new purchases (ie. gym equipment). 

• Electricity – increased and out of our control.  May increase further next year with new lights. 

• Football – less football’s purchased (lost?) this year compared to 2018 with general manager costs 
also lightened due to a change in the role.  

• General – purchase of gym equipment and increased cost of off-site storage during off-season.  

• Ground Rental – in line with previous years. 

• Medical Supplies – tape supplies and physio costs increased.  This is being reviewed. 

• Insurance – player and general.  Increased teams lifts the cost. 

• Postage & Printing – largely the mailout at the start of the season.  Reducing postage going forward. 

• Website – largely done pro-bono by Roly Imhoff.   

• VAFA – costs were increased by approx. 10% on 2018.  Costs a lot of money to field six teams. 
 
BALANCE SHEET 

• Cash at Bank misleading as more like $2.5k due to large Future Fund balance sitting in account. 

• Footballs/Jumpers/Shorts – stocktake done at end of season. 

• Debtors – timing issue with cleaning reimbursements from OX/PJnrs the main receivable. 

• Creditors – all of this money is the Future Fund money that the Club is holding until operational. 
 
SUMMARY 

• It is getting harder and harder to run an amateur football club in this day and age and whilst being 
very cost conscious in areas, we ultimately need to look at ways and means of growing our income 
and cutting our costs where appropriate going forward.   

• I am VERY concerned around the short-to-medium term funding costs that we will encounter. 
 

Members were asked to adopt the financial statements of the club for period ending 30 September 2019:  
Moved: James Wright 
Seconded: Trevor King 
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Item 3. Presidential Report –James Wright 
 
Good evening everyone, and welcome to the 2019 Annual General Meeting.  

 

Firstly, an acknowledgment of some supporters who make the ongoing viability of our club possible.  

 

To our major corporate partners: Australian Venue Company and Abercromby’s, your support this year has been 

incredible. We are hosted here today, by an AVC venue and I am proud to say that we have had our second OGFC 

referred listing sale through Abercromby’s just a few weeks ago.  

 

To Bendigo Bank and to Paige Willis thank you for your continued support of the football club.  

 

To our other wonderful sponsors: Old Geelong Grammarians, Old Geelong Collegians Association, MC Herd, Angus the 

Bull, Dellatite Wines, Wilsons Real Estate, Rex Gorrell, Emma & Toms, thank you for your continued and very much 

appreciated support.  

 

Success is not always linear, and in 2019 this was evident in both squads, and sometimes we need to take a step back 

to reflect on our mistakes in order to have another charge at B Grade and re-establish ourselves where we ultimately 

aspire to be.  

 

This is not to say that our year has not had some outstanding highlights and our first ever female Premiership 

punctuated a year for our girls which had its fair share of challenges. Putting aside hurdles such as regrading and close 

losses to achieve such success, once again solidified our Oggettes as an up-stoppable force in our Club. 

 

Our Thirds, successful in making finals and having the honour of playing under our brand new lights, and our Under 

19’s had a typical up and down year, but finished strongly with wins against the top 3 sides. With U19’s Toby Lever, 

Bailey Austin and Seb Hutley tasting senior football, we have every reason to believe that the future is bright.  

 

We have already had recruiting meetings with both Geelong Grammar and Geelong College for 2019 school leavers 

and we will continue to work to stop the flow of players to Parkville. Ben Thompson, being ably assisted by James 

Planner and Matt Walsh, led our fine group of young OG’s and we look forward to them being a part of the Club in 

2020. 

 

The senior Men’s season will ultimately read that we were relegated back to C grade with our fate sealed on the final 

day of the season; our Reserves tasted finals football ultimately falling short in the preliminary final. With our first 

night of men’s training last night with over 40 in attendance with a new look coaching and fitness staff it is clear that 

the overwhelming response has been to attack 2020 with a renewed vigour and understanding of what is expected 

and required to compete in the higher grades. Our first look at B-Grade will not be our last. I will touch on our planning 

and announcements for 2020 later.  

 

Off the field it was another transformative year for the football club. Xenia Clark continued the increased 

professionalism and structure of our operations whilst the Clubs charity efforts began at Herring Island and finished 

at Second Bite, with a very successful Prahran Clothing Mission coinciding with another successful pivot club.  
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Our increased investment in Strength and Conditioning with the addition of Jack Ker, Optimus Health and various other 

programs are designed to give the players the best possible environment to excel on and off the field and it is through 

our Pivot Memberships, donations and hard work that we have now a stable balance sheet to continue into 2020.  

 

The Old Geelong Future Fund is a new initiative being led by past players and Committee member Dougal Morrison. 

With trustees Jimmy Legoe, Sarah Kirkwood, Margie Gillet and Sandy Hunter the Funds goal is to raise a corpus of 

funds which will be invested to assist the football club in capital projects into the future. The Future Fund is future 

proofing our Football Club.  

 

Such is the nature of amateur sporting clubs, there is a natural movement within the playing group and within off field 

staff and Committee. I would like to take this opportunity to thank some departing members of our Football Club.  

 

Nick Edwards: A champion to the cause of growing women’s footy within the Old Geelong Football Club, we thank you 

for your 3 years of service on the Committee and look forward to your continued involvement on various sub-

committees, and hope that while your official duties may cease, we certainly see you at Como Park in the future. 

 

Cathie Kemp who cannot be with us tonight, life membership is truly a befitting way to sign off your service on this 

Committee and a wonderful way to acknowledge such service to the Club. No matter the score of the game or the 

weather, or the latest floodlight delay Cathie kept on supporting, barracking & urging. Cathie’s contribution and impact 

is wide spread, will last forever.  

 

Toby Boyle steps down at Oggettes head coach after 3 years to take up a position on the Committee. It cannot be 

understated, however, the achievement made by Toby to take a group of 80/90 girls in 2017 who were very new to 

football to having created one of the flagship programs in the VAFA women’s competition. 

 

Dutchy Holland has been a constant fixture in our Football Club for nearly a decade, and it is hard to imagine an OGs 

senior team without him. Dutchy has signed as an assistant with Old Melbournians and we wish him well.  

 

Emme Richardson, our Oggettes premiership winning co-coach has stepped down to focus on her Athletics. An Oggette 

original who attended the very first information night back in 2016, no job or task was a chore or too hard for Emme 

and while we will miss her not coaching (and her playing) she has already expressed an interest in a volunteer role in 

2020. 

 

Our Club has been changed forever and foundations and standards set because of Nick Bourke.  Forever the hard task 

master, some ‘Bourkism’s’ have now become folklore and are retold amongst players and supporters.  

 

Nick instilled a sense of professionalism and a sense of belonging in higher grades that will last from 2020 into the 

future. Nick is always be welcome at the Old Geelong Football Club, and will always be an Ogger.  

 

While each year is one of hard work on a sporting club committee, this committee over the past 4 years have put in 

place foundations and achieved milestones which will endure long into the future.  

Our new floodlights, a source of constant frustration over several years are finally complete allowing all teams to train 

on Como Park with excellent lighting. The Oggettes, an idea formulated after another successful ladies lunch started 

in 2017 and is now one of the flagship women’s programs in the VAFA. The Senior men’s team achieving promotion 

of B-Grade in 2018, now promotion is certainly an on-field achievement however as one Senior Coach once told me 
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‘you need to get it right off the field, then on field will follow’ and it was through a stable and aligned committee which 

provided the foundation of that wonderful day at Box Hill.  

 

To Nick Edwards, Cathie Kemp, Toby Boyle, Dutchy Holland, Emme Richardson and to Nick Bourke thank you for your 

service to the Old Geelong Football Club.  

 

At the conclusion of the season Scott Dixon and I sat down with the majority of the senior playing list and a about their 

thoughts on seasons 2019, and where we can improve as a football club. We’re proud to have managed to maintain 

the majority of our senior list and their attitude was overwhelming positive about season 2020 and has several high 

quality recruits to announce.  

 

Jon Reid departs the football club after relocating to Adelaide, 2016 B&F winner Jeremy Nettlefold has moved to the 

UK and Joe Couch will move to Echuca with his work while Steph Hird will take a year off football. All 4 players have 

had been important parts of the Club and we wish them well in their future endeavours.  

 

The Club was thrilled to announce the signature of Nathan Brown as Senior Coach and Paul O’Connell as Senior 

Assistant coach. Nathan previously coached OM’s in Premier A for 8 seasons and Paul has been his assistant for the 

past 3. Both coaches have been heavily involved in recruiting and planning for pre-season and you can see from the 

turn out last night and the infectious nature of Nathan’s personality and football knowledge and we have secured two 

very good coaches. The boys will play free flowing, fast football with a good game plan underpinning our playing style.  

 

We have had a fruitful recruiting period with 6 players who will feature strongly in our senior team.  

 

Sam and Jordan Hooper join us from Old Melbournians, having come across with Nathan. Sam finished 3rd in OM’s 

B&F in 2018, while Jordan will provide a strong physical presence to our team in 2020.  

Alex Moloney joins us from Leopold in the GFL. Having played U18’s with Scott Dixon and hailing from Mortlake Alex 

is a natural fit for our Club and by his training standards last night will be an integral player for us.  

Trent Williamson comes to us from Wodonga Bulldogs. Previously VFL listed at Werribee and at just 22 years of age, 

he is in the ideal age bracket for our Club. A close mate of current player Lionel Goodwin, we are excited to have Trent 

at Como 

Nick Ansty stands at over 200cm tall having represented Australia in beach volley ball. Having moved to Melbourne 

from Adelaide and being spoken to by Uni Blues and Collegians it was the recruiting work of Jon & Jack Anderson, 

Christian Hatzis and Nathan Brown which convinced Nick that his home is at Como Park. He will ably assist Jack 

Sheridan as 2nd ruck and was referred to the Ogs by Donny Nicholson and Ed Ratcliffe. I have only known Nick a short 

time, but as a testament to his character, he has stated he is not there to take anyone spot in the side, but to help the 

team and establish a network within the Club.   

 

Tily Arthur will return as Co-Coach along with the Seller brothers Hamish and Angus. Currently at Como Park we have 

a group of Oggettes meeting with hopefully our new women’s coach. I met David Cooper with Ally Kirkwood last week 

and had several conversations with him and am impressed with his balance between football and the desire to win 

and the understanding that peoples motivations do differ and I think, providing the tick of approval from our girls that 

we will announce David as head coach of our Oggettes in the coming days. David has a wealth of AFL and VFL 

knowledge with his time at the Melbourne Demons and has female football coaching experience with Ashburton.  

 

We have our practice matches arranged and our pre-season camp organised for 2020, so the football program is well 

established  
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Finally, as I am stepping down as President from the Old Geelong Football Club I would like to thank everyone who has 

helped, advised me, and more importantly been patient and put up with me over the past 4 years, thank you to each 

committee member who has dedicated their time and effort to the running of the Football Club over the past 4 years. 

It’s been an absolute privilege to lead the best Football Club in the VAFA and I am very excited to for Simon Bones to 

fulfil the role as President for 2020. Thank you. 

 
Members were asked to adopt and approve the presidential report as had been made available to all members:  
Moved: Jake Ward 
Seconded: James Legoe 

 
 
 
Item 4. Other reports  
 
Nil 
 

Item 5. Life membership inductees  
 
The following players were nominated as life members having played 100 games for the Club:  
 

• Hugh McKay 

• Angus Perry 
 
Moved: James Wright 
Seconded: Peter Lemon 
 
The committee also determined that the following be worthy of honorary life members: 
 

• Cathie Kemp: Committee Member (2014-19), Best Clubwoman (2015), heavily involved with Club’s 
charitable undertakings, frontline in relation to Club’s dealing with Stonnington council, endless work with 
Club canteen and catering. 

• Jimmy Wright: Outgoing Club President (2016-19), 73 game player between 2010-14, Reserves Premiership 
Player (2012/13), Best Clubman (2015), U19s Co-Coach (2015), Club Secretary (2013). 

 
Moved: Jake Ward 
Seconded: Simon Bones 
 
 

Item 6. Office Bearers / 2019 Committee Structure  
 
Members were asked to consider the amended committee structure for 2019: 
 
Stepping down:  
 

• Jimmy Wright (staying on the committee, but stepping down as President) 

• Cathie Kemp (not continuing on the committee) 

• Nick Edwards (not continuing on the committee) 
 
Appointment:  Simon Bones for President 
Moved: James Wright 
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Seconded: Sarah Kirkwood 
 
Appointment:  Sarah Kirkwood for Vice-President 
Moved: James Wright 
Seconded: James Legoe 
 
Appointment:  Toby Boyle for Council Liaison 
Moved: Simon Bones 
Seconded: Sarah Kirkwood 
 
 
Remainder of committee members to remain on committee and structure approved.  
Moved: Trevor King 
Seconded: Sarah Kirkwood 
 
 

Item 7. Other Business  
 
OGFC Future Fund 
Dougal outlined the revised structure of the Foundation during 2019 into the Future Fund.   
The Future Fund will be officially launched in due course with 12 foundation pledges, with a target of $2 million in 
corpus.  James Legoe inaugural Chair of the Fund. 
 
Peter Lemon raised his concerns in relation to ensuring the U19s Grading is discussed.  Peter also requested that the 
Facebook layout be updated for a more recent photo. 
It was officially announced that Pier Capetti has been appointed as Club Operations Manager effective immediately. 
 
Simon Bones gave his initial address as President, with his immediate objectives to ensure that the Old Geelong 
Sporting Club has the following goals: fun, inclusive, ownership and success. 
 
 
Closing  

 

There being no further business and no further questions, the meeting was concluded at 7:10pm.  


